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Continued on page 2 

This Christmas let’s get to know a bit beƩer each of the parƟcipants of the 
event of Jesus’ birth. For Orthodox, the best place to start is with our icons.  
The beauty of iconography is that unlike a painƟng which depicts a singular 
event, an Orthodox icon can depict several events that do not even occur 
during the same Ɵmeframe, thus offering to us a more complete understand-
ing of the significant events of ChrisƟanity.   
 

In the NaƟvity icon we see the events associated with the birth of Christ, 
some of which are referenced in Scripture while other details have come 
down to us from extra-Biblical sources such as the Protoevangelium of 
James. 
 

This 2nd century apocryphal document contains some of the oldest non-
Biblical tradiƟons of the Church and records details leading up to the birth of 
the Theotokos, her presentaƟon in the Temple, her betrothal to Joseph and 
the NaƟvity in Bethlehem.  
 

In the icon of the NaƟvity of Christ we have, of course, the central event of 
the Theotokos and the Christ child, but surrounding that in the four corners of the icon are the people and 
events that contribute a fullness of the meaning of the salvific event of God taking on Humanity. 
 
CENTER 
 

In the center of the icon are the Christ child lying in a manger, the Theotokos, the cave and the animals.   Alt-
hough the Gospels do not menƟon that Christ was born in a cave the wording in Luke is,   
“She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them.”   
 

The Greek word used for manger is φατνη which was a simple wooden or stone food trough for feeding live-
stock. The use of a manger in the naƟvity account highlights the humble circumstances of Jesus' birth, as 
would a cave, but a cave, while also suggesƟng humility, also foreshadows the grave in which He would be 
buried and where He would resurrect. 
 

Christ is dressed in burial clothes to foreshadow His death. Another interesƟng detail is that unlike most 
icons where the Theotokos is looking at the Christ child, in this icon she is looking at her betrothed, Joseph, 
interceding for him as he struggles with his doubt over this birth.  
 
We also see in the background an ox and ass which are two of the most ancient symbols in the ancient 
Church.  The ox symbolized the Jews, for it was a clean, kosher animal. The Jews had the Law of Moses, the 
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Torah, as a covenant from God, whose purpose was much greater than a set 
of laws to govern life, but served to instruct and guide them to the Messiah 
who would be the soluƟon to the problem of sin created by the Fall and who 
alone would mend and re-establish humanity’s relaƟonship with God. 
 

The ass, on the other hand, is a stubborn and wilder animal. It is unclean and 
not kosher, therefore, represenƟng the GenƟles who did not have the Law of 
Moses to guide them away from their many false gods and lead them to the 
One True God. 
 

With the coming of the Messiah, the Christ, these two opposed groups 
would come together to form one people, exemplified when Jesus said, “I 
am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine…and 
other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 
 
BOTTOM LEFT 
 

Here we see Joseph talking with an old man who represents the devil and is placing doubts in Joseph's mind 
about Mary's pregnancy.  The first chapter of MaƩhew alludes to Joseph’s dilemma of “Whose child is this?” 
since he knew he was certainly not the father.  
 

When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of 
the Holy Ghost…But while he thought (ενθυμηθεντος) on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord ap-
peared unto him in a dream. The Greek word ενθυμηθεντος used here means to intensely ponder something 
oŌen with an emoƟonal or passionate component.  One of the Orthodox hymns chanted during NaƟvity 
speaks not only of Joseph’s apprehension but also his ulƟmate understanding of God’s divine plan of salva-
Ɵon. 
 

When [Joseph] beheld the greatness of this wonder, thought that he saw a mortal wrapped as a babe in 
swaddling clothes; but from all that came to pass he understood that it was the true God, who grants the 
world great mercy.   

Vespers of NaƟvity 
 
BOTTOM RIGHT 
 

The women at the boƩom right are midwives who are about to wash the Christ child. This confirms that the 
Son of God was truly born as fully human, and did not merely appear to be human or grew into His divinity 
as some early heresies claimed. 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3 
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TOP MIDDLE 
 

The very top signifies the presence and the glory of God. It beams from the 
heavens, poinƟng to the Christ child and leading the Wise Men to Him. Also, 
this depicts Christ’s descent from heaven to the earth and the sancƟfying 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

To the leŌ are the three kings (magi) traveling from afar, following the star in 
the sky arriving much later aŌer Christ’s birth.  
“…there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that 
is born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the east, and have 
come to worship him.”   

MaƩhew 2 
 

On the top right is seen angels announcing the good news to the shepherds 
(on the right) in the field. 
“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good Ɵdings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”   

Luke 2 
 

The event of the birth of our Savior and the events surrounding His birth is the beginning of the salvific work 
which Christ, who was sent by the Father to fulfill the covenant of the Torah and to serve as the only Media-
tor of our salvaƟon and restoraƟon of the eternal life that humanity was given by God in Paradise.  Through 
our Orthodox iconography, we are able as adults, and children to preserve the TradiƟons of the Gospel and 
its message of salvaƟon for all people. 
 

From Presvytera Teri and I, we wish God’s blessing and Merry Christmas to all the members of our  
AnnunciaƟon family. 
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40-DAY BLESSING: 
In our October Good News there was an incorrect listing for one of the 40-day blessings. The listing should read,  
Child of God:  Alessia Styliadis-Nuzzarello   Parents: Alessandro Nuzzarello and Agapi Styliadis  
 
BAPTISMS:    

Child of God:  Alessia Halaris.  Parents: Anargyros & Lauren Halaris  
  
FUNERALS: 

Katheryn (Kay) Balta   November 6, 2024 
Robert Sarro   November 13, 2024 
May their memory be eternal. 
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EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES 
 

+6 December - Divine Liturgy of St. Nicholas, 10:00 AM  
12 December - Sunshine Club Christmas Party, 11:00 AM  
+15 December - Divine Liturgy of St. Eleftherios, 10:00 AM  
15 December - Annunciation Christmas Pageant, 11:15 AM  
15 December - Agia Paraskevi Christmas Party, 4:00 PM 

Sunday School aŌer Holy Communion 
Greek School Classes (4th-7th), Every Wednesday 6:00 PM - 6:45 PM.  
On-going adult Orthodox study programs: 
· Bible Study, 7:00 PM 
· Orthodox QuesƟons and Answers every Thursday, YouTube, 7:00 PM. 
· On-Line Orthodox Catechism on our website under the  EDUCATION tab. 
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Dear Annunciation Family 
 

What a blessed harvest season it has been.  The beautiful scenery of the 
autumn season was spectacular this year. Hopefully, you all had the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the beauty of Mother Nature and the changing of the leaves 
in upstate NY.  The season’s delicious fry cakes, the pies, and of course 
what we all await the Thanksgiving feast.  Hopefully, you all had a blessed 
Thanksgiving. Just as our senses feel and enjoy the secular delights we al-
so are encouraged by the majestic beauty of our church, its liturgy, and the 
communion of our church family, we also share the experience of fellow-
ship.   
 

With this fellowship in mind, we as the, Ladies of Philoptochos, who are 
called upon to serve the church and her people as a collective group of 
women and men, (yes, men can be a part of Philoptochos) are so grateful 

to be a part of our amazing church family.  That said, please allow me to mention some of the wonderful and 
philanthropic works of our own Philoptochos in 2023/2024.   
 

Support of the Golf Tournament in the form of a raffle basket, festival sponsorship, the purchase of a  
stand-alone freezer which is downstairs, a discretionary fund for those in need, hosting the brunch for guest 
speaker Presvytera Eugenia Constantinou at our Lenten Retreat series, our yearly Saturday of Lazarus  
breakfast with our Sunday School/Greek School children, and of course the Vesper Service of March 25th the 
Annunciation of the Theotokos with our sister church in Buffalo, which we alternate yearly.  Also, some of 
the secular philanthropies are:  Jr. League of Rochester, (“a women’s training organization committed to de-
veloping engaged civic leaders…”) Champions of Change, (“a group of volunteers decorate rooms to help 
homeless families in need.  Hotel for the holidays.”), Suicide Awareness, and VOC (Veterans Outreach  
Center). As you can see the Ladies of Philoptochos have certainly been busy.   
 

There are also the local philanthropies we support such as the Jr. League of Rochester, a women’s training 
organization committed to developing engaged civic leaders, the Champions of Change, a group of volunteers 
who decorate rooms to help homeless families in need, Hotel for the holidays, Suicide Awareness and support 
of the Rochester Veterans Outreach Center. 
 

But our Ladies of Philoptochos, together with the many other Philoptochos chapters across our Metropolis of 
Detroit and the Archdiocese, also support national and international causes.  These include St. Timothy’s 
Summer Camp, the Florence Stefanou Scholarship, Vasilopita Sunday in support of St. Basil Academy,  
organizations that fight cancer & other major illnesses such as autism, St. Photios Shrine in St. Augustine FL.  
Philoptochos also provides monetary support for the many Orthodox Christian Mission which supports the 
and Mission priests around the world, our Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of Theology which trains 
our future priests, the Retired Clergy/Widowed Presvyteres Benevolent Society, International Orthodox 
Christian Charities, the National Philoptochos Emergency, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Emergency Fund, General Medical Fund, and Christmas Campaign. 
 

Speaking of gratitude, the best for last, that’s “You”, our Annunciation Family.  With your consistent support 
and faithfulness to our cause of Philanthropy and our patron Sts. Comas & Damianos none of this great work 
can be accomplished.  We thank you for your fellowship that is shared each and every Sunday during coffee 
hour; the delicious foods and desserts that are brought in every Sunday in the celebration of your loved one.   
Fellowship brings us together as a community; thus  Philoptochos thanks all of “You”.   We, the Philoptochos 
Ladies once again thank you for your monetary support of “the giving basket”.  Through your generous con-
tributions, you help provide the funds to cover  expenses such as coffee, coffee cups, koliva cups & lids, nap-
kins, silverware, plates, and many more items needed to better serve you, our family. 
 

Finally, we wish to thank all the hard-working Ladies of Philoptochos are committed to serving at Coffee 
Hour, and the hours of cooking and cleaning, whether for the Greek Festival or any of the multitude of  

Continued on page 7 
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CHILDREN’S CHOIR  

The Children’s Choir Sang the Hymn of the Church beautifully on Sunday, October 27, 2024 
under the direction of the Sunday School Teachers, Lead Chanter Laurie Soures-Wooters and  

Choir member/Chanter Marco Abuitah  

GOOD NEWS  December 2024 

activities our community holds.   As Frank Sinatra once said, “The big les-
son in life, baby, is never be scared of anyone or anything.” 
 

On behalf of The Ladies of Philoptochos, Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year and may God continue to bless our Philoptochos, our  
Annunciation community, and the United States of America. 
 
 

Submitted by the Executive Staff of the Annunciation Ladies Philoptochos 

PHILOPTOCHOS, conƟnued 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Dear Parents and Parishioners, 

We are in the Nativity season, and we have some wonderful events and philanthropy projects 
happening in our Religious Education program in December! 

With love and prayers for a blessed Nativity fast, 

Karina and Lauren 

Upcoming Events 

December 13th Christmas Movie Night 

December 22nd:  Christmas pageant 

Learning Our Faith 

In November, we discussed the nativity of Christ.  We also discussed the purpose of confession in our 
church.  Our children are learning the value in confessing sins and then starting anew. 

Some questions you could ask your child are: 

1. Why do we practice confession? 
2. Who are we confessing to? 
3. Can you tell me the story of Christ’s birth? 

 

December is focused on pageant practice which allows our children to act out the birth of Christ.  By acting 
out the story our children will remember the important events in the birth of Christ! 

Living our Faith 

For the month of November and December, discussing the advent season is an important part of living our 
faith.  Please refer to the advent calendar as an example of something you could do with your children. 

Practicing our Faith 

Our Annunciation Youth Ministries have teamed up once again to lead our Christmas toy drive to benefit 
children cared for at the Golisano Children’s Hospital! Shop together as a family for an item on the 
hospital’s wish list (refer to flyer) and bring to church by Sunday December 8th.  Get the kids involved by 
letting them choose a gift from the list. 
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TRUNK & TREAT - October 27, 2024 

YOUTH KAROKE NIGHT - October 26, 2024 
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YOUTH SENECA PARK PETTING ZOO 

November 17, 2024 
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YOUTH SENECA PARK PETTING ZOO 

November 17, 2024 
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2024 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP DIRECTORY 

 

To increase awareness among our community of the broad range of experience and 
services available from our parishioners, we are encouraging both parishioners and 
any vendors to our church to advertise their business and/or family name in our 
monthly newsletter.    
 
In order to help defray the costs of printing and mailing, this will be a Sponsorship 
Directory listing only.  Advertising images will no longer be used in order to  
reduce the overall printing cost of the Newsletter.  The Newsletter is printed each 
month during the year, except for one or two months that would be combined. 
 
If you are interested in adding your business or family name to our Sponsorship 
Directory, the annual Sponsorship Fee is $150.  
 
 
Business or Family Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________ City:_____________________ Zip:_____ 
 
Email:___________________________  Phone:_________________________ 
 
Contact:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Website:_________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make your checks payable to “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church”. 

GOOD NEWS   
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RESTAURANTS 
Atlantic Family Restaurant 
Arbor at the Port 
Arbor Loft 
Bay Front Restaurant  
Bill's Long Pond Diner  
Blue Ridge Grill 
Dog Town 
Eastridge Diner Steakhouse 
Highland Market Bakery & Deli 
Highland Park Diner 
Jays Diner 
Johnny D’s Restaurant 
Konstantinou’s Restaurant 
Log Cabin Restaurant & Catering 
Mels Diner 
Olympia Restaurant & Lounge 
Parkside Diner and Miniature Golf 
Riki Family Restaurant 
The Distillery 
The Nutcracker Family Restaurant 
The Original Steve’s Diner - 4 Locations 
The Peppermill Restaurant 
Town and Country Family Restaurant 
Uncle Danny’s Family Restaurant 
Union Street Coffee House 
Voula’s Sweets 
Yia Yia’s Ice Cream Shoppe 
Yianni’s 
 
PRODUCTS 
AG Foodservice 
Ajay Glass Co. 
Alpha Ironworks 
Goodman Glass and Mirror 
Konstantinou’s Liquor 
Rain or Shine Tent Rental 
Regional Distributors Inc 
Rhino Trunk and Case 
Ridge Coin & Jewelry 
Rochester Auto Glass 
Rochester Meat 
Walworth Wine & Spirits 
 

SERVICES 
Akropolis Agency 
Averdi 
Better Relationships Counseling 
Delta Advisory Group, Dimitrios Manou, CPA 
EMS 
First POS 
Metropolitan Window Cleaning 
Ontario Family Dentistry, Dr. Elias Konstantinou  
Philoptochos 
ReMax Plus 
Roxanne Stavropoulos Realtor 
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson, Funeral and Cremation 
 Chapels  
 
 
ANNUNCIATION FAMILIES 
Frank and Patty Cost 
Mary Manou 
Clayton, George and Dr. Joan Laura Nardone 
Nassis Family 
Jennefer & Perry Noun, Bill Noun 
 Have a wonderful fellowship 

GOOD NEWS SPONSORS 

GOOD NEWS   
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Eric Vangellow 
Eric Vangellow 
President, Annunciation GOC 

Angelo E. Maggos 
Fr Angelo E. Maggos 
Priest, Annunciation GOC 
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Annunciation Policies 
MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is,  checks 
marked with “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope  marked with “Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church operation. 
 
These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental articles purchased for the church 
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renovation or other capita improvements. 
 
If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must  
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such. 
 
All monies received for funerals are tracked and family members will receive a listing of those who donated, 
typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral.  In addition, for all monies received designated 
“Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church,”  donors will receive a letter thanking them for their donation to the 
church in memory of the deceased. 
 
POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION: 
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, preparation and  
routing of documents such as Certificate of Residency, Certificate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage 
Certificate, Reissued Baptism Certificate and Certificate of Death.   Additional documents are $20.00 per  
document.  
 
WEDDINGS: 
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the time of the ceremony.  The  
donation for the plain one is $30.00.   $100 would be for the decorated ones.  Lena has them in the office.   
The Stefanas are sold out - Lena does have catalogs for Stefanas in the Office if anyone is interested in shop-
ping on-line.  
 
BAPTISMS: 
We also have baptismal candles, $30 for the large plain candle and $7 each for the two (2) smaller plain can-
dles.  If you are interested in purchasing decorated candles, the larger one is $50, the two (2) smaller ones are 
$25 for the set. 
 
MEMORIALS: 
The family which is sponsoring the Memorial is asked to: 
1.  Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling the memorial for that day. 
2.  Coordinate the preparation and delivery of Koliva (if used).  The Church Office can provide information on 
 persons who can prepare Koliva.  The standard rate for the preparation of Koliva is $150. 
3.  Provide Coffee Hour food items.   

GOOD NEWS   
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PARISH INFORMATION 

CONTACT US: 

Voice: (585) 244-3377 

Web: AnnunciationRochester.org | RochesterGreekFestival.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/annunciationrochester 

Office and scheduling requests:  office@agocroc.org 

Stewardship and finance related questions:  
 finance@agocroc.org 
 
CLERGY: 

Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest 
Email:  agocny@gmail.com  

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS; 
 Tuesday through  Thursday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi                
Email:  office@agocroc.org 

2024 PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Eric Vangellow, President 
Karen Balta, Vice President 
Demitrios Kolokouris, Treasurer 
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary 
Zach Graham 
Minas Theodorou 
Ronald Wiegand 
Evangelos Yannas 
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