GOOD NEWS

Voice: (585) 244.3377 September 2024

From the Desk of Parish Registry, Progress Report Youth Ministry and Organizations News
Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos Upcoming Church Services and Events
From Fr. Angelo

A Continued Vision for the Future

As we enter into a new Liturgical year, | feel it’s important to refresh ourselves on the Strategic Commitment
that was launched by the Parish Council and me in 2022. At that time, we felt that there was

a) the need for a sound strategic (long term) plan for our church and community

b) an understanding of the relationship between Parish Council, Laity and the Priest

STRATEGIC PLAN To answer these questions the Parish Council and | developed a strategic vision of our
church and community which was presented at the 2022 Spring General Assembly. This involved the very
serious and important questions of WHO WE (Annunciation) ARE and WHAT WE (Annunciation) SHOULD BE
in the 21st century.

We launched this strategic vision at the 2022 Spring General Assembly with a presentation that laid out a
series of four goals (pillars) of the HOW of the vision and included a short presentation by several of our
young adults who have taken on leadership roles in our parish. Please acquaint yourselves with this
presentation on the home page of our website at about/our parish or go to
https://annunciationrochester.org/about-us/parish/

Some of our Goals have remained the same, however, others needed to be re-aligned to more adequately
reflect the changing nature of our parish. One large change we are currently experiencing is a rapid growth
of non-Greek attendees who are currently either in the process of catechism or have been chrismated into
Orthodoxy and are member of our Annunciation family. While our parish will continue to maintain Greek
cultural and ethnic traditions, the challenges presented by Greek/Non-Greek couples and non-Greek con-
verts will require changes such as an increased use of English, multi-cultural events, non-traditional educa-
tion methods for our youth, and new models of leadership and mentoring.

These changes have required a “re-evaluation” which creates a “zone of discomfort” when seeking to take a
fresh look at the ministries offered and identify opportunities for improvement or additional ministries that
suit the needs of our changing parish demographic. This introspection can be difficult and unsettling, how-
ever, every organization, whether church or business, must continuously conduct this inward evaluation to
ensure its survival in the presence of an ever-changing world.

To help in this re-evaluation we felt it important that everyone understands what is necessary for a dynamic
and effective Strategy Growth Plan, that defined the parish’s overarching Vision, Values, and Goals which |
wanted to review.

Continued on page 2
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Vision — A clear and concise statement that paints a picture of “what” our church does and “why” she does
it. This forms the basis from which each of our ministries are built. Our vision is Learn the Faith, live the
Faith, share the Faith.

Values — core statements of what we believe as Orthodox Christians, and how those beliefs support our vi-

sion.

e The belief that we, as Orthodox, are the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
e That our worship is truly liturgia or “the work of the people."

e The importance of community and fellowship to our parishioners and our Rochester community
at large

e Obedience to Christ’s command that we witness to others and proclaim Christ in our words and
actions.

e Doing the will and the work of God by working together as the Body of Christ.

Goals — also referred to as objectives, this essentially is the PLAN or the path we will use to achieve our vi-
sion while maintaining our core values. In the 2022 Spring General Assembly we presented four “pillars”
which were vital to realizing the Annunciation GOC Vision.

1.

INREACH This involves how we attract active members from within our community’s extended
families, how we fully communicate and connect our parishioners and their families with the multi-
tude of ministries and activities we offer, and how we work to create new ministries to meet the in-
terests of all parishioners young and old.

OUTREACH Outreach involves what our church offers to the Rochester community. This in-
cludes our involvement with other local churches in programs of community assistance and social
issues. Outreach also involves how we reach out to those who wish to join our church and commu-
nity and how we intelligently and actively communicate the richness of our Orthodox faith to those
whom we meet.

RESOURCES The people who come to our church represent a broad range of ethnicity, age, gen-
der, life stage, and spiritual maturity. RESOURCES involves the effort needed to capture the inter-
ests and passion that each of these persons can bring to our church and community. This includes
developing lay leadership that is able and willing to develop these unique resources, strengths, gifts,
and capabilities of our parishioners.

LEADERSHIP  The success of any of the previous categories is highly dependent on church leader-
ship which is directly responsible for promoting involvement in those things which energize and
deeply move our people. Church leaders develop methodologies that capture these passions our
parishioners express and communicate them to the overall parish. Church leaders must demon-
strate that they have a vision for the future of the church and community with the competency to
develop viable strategies that build the future of our church. This includes remaining current with
emerging societal trends and maintaining a financial progression path to achieve the objectives nec-
essary to meet the church's vision.

Continued on page 3



GOOD NEWS September 2024

Role of the Parish Council, Priest and Laity

No matter how well thought out a strategic plan is, without sound leadership success is impossible. By
working in harmony, the decisions and [strategies] made are based upon solid stewardship of the resources
offered by the parishioners (business side) and a devoted love, compassion, and understanding of the
Church and Her mission (spiritual side) “in which both the priest and Parish Council share.” (Guidebook for
New Parish Council Members of the Greek Archdiocese of America).

In any company the executive leadership does not single-handedly perform all the duties to maintain the
operation of the company but is tasked with

1. Enabling and encouraging the workforce to take an active part in achieving the strategic vision.
2. Obtaining the resources they need once they are involved.

3. Removing obstacles that prevent them from meeting the objectives they have established.

4. Ensuring effective and ongoing mentoring of new leaders.

The Parish Council operates in the same manner with the same objectives, but with the distinct difference
that the “business objective” is not profit but working to bring all the laity to the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. The process of developing and implementing our Vision and Goals is a journey, which we
began in 2022 and to which we have made good progress, but it will take us time to work through it. Suc-
cess requires that we all understand the part each of us plays in achieving our vision and we all are dedicat-
ed to the work necessary to accomplish the goals we set for our future.

Parish Council The Parish Council is dedicated to supporting each ministry at our church with the re-
sources they need to accomplish our strategic mission, whether that is people, money, or guidance.

Priest My primary role is to provide not only spiritual guidance, but also serve as a bridge of communication
between the Parish Council and the concerns of the parish so that they are aware of the needs of each of
our ministries. To that end the Parish Council and | asked each of the Annunciation ministries to provide
their own strategic plan (also available on our website at about/our parish or go to
https://annunciationrochester.org/about-us/parish/

Laity Each member of the Annunciation community needs to commit themselves to some part of that stra-
tegic plan. This means that each of us takes an active role in the continued growth of our community. There
are a plentitude of ministry opportunities here and we strongly encourage each member to become involved
in one or more of the exciting, rewarding (and yes) fun ministries here at the Annunciation.
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EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES:

2 Sept - Labor Day office closed

7 Sept - Organizational and clean up day of Sunday School/Greek School Classrooms, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
8 Sept - Sunday School Registration and Parent Orientation

8 Sept - Philoptochos Mezedes, Mimosas & Membership after the Divine Liturgy.

9 Sept - PC meeting, 6:00 PM

+14 Sept - Divine Liturgy of the Holy Cross - 10 am

14 Sept - Altar Server Workshop - 11am - 2pm

14 Sept - Greek School Parent Orientation

15 Sept - Vehicle Blessing after the Liturgy

16 Sept - Annual Golf Tournament

20 Sept - All-Age Mini-Golf event at Parkside Diner (free admission and food)

28 Sept - Western NY Regional Byzantine Music Workshop - 11am-4pm - All invited
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ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS (and those who would like to be)

ALTAR SERVER WORKSHOP on 14 September

There will be an Altar Server workshop after the Liturgy of Holy Cross on Saturday, 14 September that will
run from after Liturgy (around 11:30 am) until 3:00 pm.

We have quite a few new Altar Servers so they must know their duties and responsibilities so they can
effectively help the priest. An updated Altar Server handbook is on our Annunciation website under the
"Ministries" tab to help you prepare. 7T i '

Here's the agenda:

1. The Services of the Liturgical Year

2 Church Interior

3. Vestments of the Altar Server

4.  Altar Server and Altar Captain Responsibilities
5

6

Altar Server Actions during Divine Liturgy
Processions

Small Entrance

Great Entrance
ltems used during the processions
Altar Room Cleanup

®© N

IX g XX
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From the Desk of the Annunciation Youth Director

Welcome back everyone!

We have a lot to look forward to as we begin the new Liturgical Year! Our activities and meetups for youth,
teens, and young adults have grown and varied over the past year and we are excited to present many new
adventures and fun events with returning favorites for Fall 2024!

Below, we have listed our Upcoming Events for Fall with an added emphasis for all-age activities. As before,
we aim to feature events every month that hit all our demographics, with crossover opportunities to bring the
community together.

Our first major kickoff event will be our All-Age Mini-Golf Night Event at Parkside Whispering Pines, gra-
ciously donated to us by the good folks at Parkside Diner - admission and food will be provided free of
charge!

From there, we will continue in October with our monthly Young Adult Meet-Ups, every Wednesday mid-
month. For our Teens, since many of them are so fond of dance, this Halloween-time we have decided to hold
our first ever Costume Dance/Karaoke Party (pre-teens and young adults welcome!). This event will fea-
ture music, decorations, spooky lighting, and an assortment of karaoke songs to choose from!

Also in October, we’ll be featuring an All-Age Outdoor Movie Night (with an indoor option for weather is-
sues). We’ll be featuring the original animated Aladdin (1992) with popcorn and treats for all. And don’t for-
get our annual Trunk or Treat event for a fun, safe Halloween experience for our young ones.

We have much more in store with a further preview of events in November and December (dates for these
months are subject to change). We hope to see greater turnouts and participation this year as we continue to
grow our community and activities.

FALL 2024 —- UPCOMING EVENTS

September
Sunday, 9/15 — Blessing of the Vehicles (All-Age)

Monday, 9/16 — Annual Golf Tournament (Adults)
Friday, 9/20 — Mini-Golf Night Event at Parkside (All-Age)

October

Friday, 10/11 — Outdoor Movie Night: Aladdin (1992) (All-Age)

Wednesday, 10/16 — Young Adult Meet-Up (Young Adults)

Saturday, 10/26 — Costume Dance/Karaoke Party (Pre-teens, Teens, Young Adults)
Sunday, 10/27 — Trunk or Treat (Youth, Pre-teens)

November

Wednesday, 11/13 — Young Adult Meet-Up (Young Adults)
Saturday, 11/16 — Escape Room Night (Teens)

Sunday, 11/17 — ZooMobile Day (Y outh, Pre-teens)

December
Friday, 12/13 — Movie Night: Christmas Films (All-Age)
Wednesday, 12/18 — Young Adult Meet-Up (Young Adults)
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Dear Parishioners,

We hope you have had an enjoyable summer. We are looking forward to another wonderful Sunday School
year! We plan to continue our education through the Bible. We have had two years of Old Testament les-
sons and one year of New Testament lessons. This year we will also focus on the New Testament teachings
and stories. Many of these stories are ones we all know and love. We are excited to journey through Jesus’s
life on earth and all of the miracles and teachings that Jesus brought to us.

We had our Vacation Church Retreat on August 15th this year. We had a great group of children participate
in the children's choir, games, and activities. Thank you to all our volunteers this year. We couldn’t do these
retreats without all of your help!

If you have not already done so, please register your child for Sunday School. We have other events outside
of Sunday School that we want to keep everyone informed about. When you register with us, we are able to
keep you in the loop on all of our fun events!

Some events that we are looking forward to throughout the year are Trunk or Treat in October, Christmas
Pageant in December, Oratorical Festival in March, and the Lenten Retreat on Holy Friday. We hope to have
many other events and activities for our youth as well!

As always, we need volunteers for teachers and subs. We have had more and more children registering
each year since restarting our program in 2021. We are able to expand our classrooms, and now we need
the teachers to teach those classes. Please let us know if this is something you feel called to participate in.
We are here to help get you started!

The start of a new school year is a wonderful time to reset and start anew. We hope to see all of our chil-
dren’s smiling faces at the start of the year, and throughout the calendar year. Please reach out with any
guestions, ideas, or suggestions to Lauren or Karina at recagocny@gmail.com.

With Love in Christ,
Karina and Lauren
Religious Education Directors
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GREEK SCHOOL

Dear Greek School Families and Parishioners,

We are excited to start the Greek School year 2024-2025 soon! We hope you all had a wonderful time during
the summer and took a trip or two!

Online Registration is Open for the school year 2024-2025: Families can start registering for September
now! It’s never too early to register and you can help us order our books earlier too!

As a reminder, Greek School Tuition is $450 for one child, $800 for two children, and $1100 for three
children.

? To register, follow the instructions on this link: https://forms.gle/xXhUopX9N2HNsGR58

Other Dates to Remember:

Parent Orientation Day: Saturday, September 14, 2024 from 9:30 -11:00 AM.
We encourage all parents and children to attend this day, so that you can meet the teacher, receive im-
portant information for the Greek School year ahead, and ask any questions you may have.

First Full Day of Classes: Saturday, September 21, 2024 from 9:30 AM -1:00 PM. Classes will start every Sat-
urday promptly at 9:30 am and will end at 1 pm.

Zoom Conversational Classes (4th-7th only): We will continue to offer conversational classes through zoom,
every Wednesday starting September 25th from 6 pm- 6:45 pm

Looking forward to seeing your children soon!

As always, feel free to reach out with your questions at agreekschool@gmail.com

Euxaplotolpe,

Elina Kokorotsis &
Maria Dembeyiotis
Greek School Directors
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Please bring a non-perishable
item to benefit local food banks

. A

| S

unday, {

i

4.00pm - 6:30pm
in the church parking lot

= Parking and frunk
MOW 10 N preparation begins

promptly at 4:00pm
with Trick or Treating
beginning at 4:30,
For sately reasons NO
vehicles will be
allowed into the main

parking lot after 4:30.

1. Decorate your tfrunk
2. Bring candy to hand out
(NUT-FREE PLEASE)
3. Wear your costume and
bnng a bag!

be participating with or without a decorated trunk! Final
participation numbers will be communicated to those who have
RSVPed - as well as any weather-related changes**

**PLEASE CONTACT DANIELLE at 585-507-1444 to RSVP that you will

September 2024
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2024 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP DIRECTORY

To increase awareness among our community of the broad range of experience and
services available from our parishioners, we are encouraging both parishioners and
any vendors to our church to advertise their business and/or family name in our
monthly newsletter.

In order to help defray the costs of printing and mailing, this will be a Sponsorship
Directory listing only. Advertising images will no longer be used in order to
reduce the overall printing cost of the Newsletter. The Newsletter is printed each
month during the year, except for one or two months that would be combined.

If you are interested in adding your business or family name to our Sponsorship
Directory, the annual Sponsorship Fee is $150.

Business or Family Name:

Address: City: Zip:

Email: Phone:

Contact:

Website:

Please make your checks payable to “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church”.

11
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GOOD NEWS SPONSORS

RESTAURANTS

Atlantic Family Restaurant

Arbor at the Port

Arbor Loft

Bay Front Restaurant

Bill's Long Pond Diner

Blue Ridge Grill

Dog Town

Eastridge Diner Steakhouse
Highland Market Bakery & Deli
Highland Park Diner

Jays Diner

Johnny D’s Restaurant
Konstantinou’s Restaurant

Log Cabin Restaurant & Catering
Mels Diner

Olympia Restaurant & Lounge
Parkside Diner and Miniature Golf
Riki Family Restaurant

The Distillery

The Nutcracker Family Restaurant
The Original Steve’s Diner - 4 Locations
The Peppermill Restaurant

Town and Country Family Restaurant
Uncle Danny’s Family Restaurant
Union Street Coffee House
Voula’s Sweets

Yia Yia’s Ice Cream Shoppe
Yianni’s

PRODUCTS

AG Foodservice

Ajay Glass Co.

Alpha Ironworks
Goodman Glass and Mirror
Konstantinou’s Liquor
Rain or Shine Tent Rental
Regional Distributors Inc
Rhino Trunk and Case
Ridge Coin & Jewelry
Rochester Auto Glass
Rochester Meat
Walworth Wine & Spirits

SERVICES

Akropolis Agency

Averdi

Better Relationships Counseling

Delta Advisory Group, Dimitrios Manou, CPA
EMS

First POS

Metropolitan Window Cleaning

Ontario Family Dentistry, Dr. Elias Konstantinou
Philoptochos

ReMax Plus

Roxanne Stavropoulos Realtor

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services

Vay-Schleich & Meeson, Funeral and Cremation
Chapels

ANNUNCIATION FAMILIES

Frank and Patty Cost

Jennefer & Perry Noun, Bill Noun
Have a wonderful fellowship

Mary Manou

Nassis Family

In Loving Memory

+

Edna Helen Collins Ferris
October 6, 2023
Edna lived her life with unsurpassed kindness,

wisdom and selflessness who, by her example,
led others to strive to be better people.

Sweet Edna we hold you in our hearts as our hero
and protector until we meet again in Heaven.

Memory Eternal

12
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Hall Rental Policy for 962 East.

We are excited and eager to finally be able to safely reopen our beautifully renovated church Hall to our
community. However, the new renovations, along with the intent to lease the Hall to non-parishioners also,
requires us to establish a higher degree of formality regarding rental of the new Hall. To assist in this transition,
we have secured a dedicated Hall Manager, Sara Tone, who will be responsible for maintaining the Hall Lease
calendar, process booking for both parishioner and non-parishioner, showing of the Hall and coordinating contract
requirements and signatures. Our church secretary is no longer responsible for Hall scheduling or coordinating any
Hall lease activities. With this in mind, we are establishing the following set of guidelines when leasing our Hall.

Attached is a pricing schedule and usage guide for both parishioners and non-parishioners. The fee to rent the Hall
for a Parishioner in Good Standing is $500 total. A signed Rental Agreement and payment of lease fee are required
to reserve a date. All guests are expected to respect all Hall rules laid out in the Hall Lease Agreement. All trash
and food stuffs must be disposed of properly at the end of your event. See the Hall Lease Agreement for specific
information on the use of decorations.

To qualify for the parishioner rate, the person leasing the Hall must be a member in Good Standing for the current
year. Member in Good Standing status requires a stewardship card on file for the current year and a reasonable
payment amount made towards the current year's stewardship pledge.

To begin the Hall Lease process please go to the homepage of our Annunciation Church website. At the bottom of
the home page, you will see a button labeled “Hall Rental.” Click there to fill out the request form and you will
then be contacted by our Hall Manager.

Note that use of the Hall for recognized church organizations or ministries is at no cost, however they are still
required to complete the Hall reservation tomr,' to ensure their dates are blocked from use by the Hall manager.
This form can be accessed at the bottom of the home page of our church website.

Generally speaking, Hall rental includes the following. (Please see the HALL Contract for the full details)

a) Six (6) hours of rental time

b) Tables and chairs setup according to a previously agreed upon floor plan*
¢) Limited kitchen access (warming and cold storage privileges only)

d) Hall deaned prior to event

e) Trash bins and bags

The six (6) hours of rental time does not count against setup time and the timing for this should be arranged with
the Hall Manager. This rental does not include the following.

a) Linens for tables, glassware, flatware, and china
b) Food service utensils and dishes

Full kitchen privileges requires a $350 kitchen usage fee if the food will be prepared using the Hall kitchen(s). If the
lessee plans on using a catering service that cater, if they are not on the Approved Cater List, must be approved by
the Hall Manager prior to use of the Hall kitchen(s).

* Set-up of the hall does not include taking down or removing any tables due to lack of personnel to do this.
Parishioners are free to take down tables but must reset them after the event. Taking tables down could be done
through the set-up fee. For non-parishioners events set-up fees are added to the lease price.

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we transition to this new policy which we believe will serve to
benefit us both from a financdial and community perspective.

Augele E. Maggos Enic Vangellow
Fr Angelo E. Maggos Eric Vangellow
Priest, Annunciation GOC President, Annunciation GOC

'Note: The link to the Hall reservation form is available on our website. The form 1s also available in the Church Office.
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HALL Rates, Access and Requirements

Recognized Church Parishioner in Good Non-Parishioner
Organization Standing
Hall Lease Fee Starting @ $1000. Final
No Charge $500 price dependent on type of

package selected.

Hall Lease Deposit

N/A, however, the Church
Organization MUST
complete the Hall

Registration® form to
secure the date/time.

Full amount required at
time of reservation.

Completion of the Hall

Registration® form to
secure the date/time.

$500 deposit at time of
reservation.

Completion of the Hall

Registration® form to
secure the date/time.

Hall Balance

N/A

N/A

Balance due two (2) weeks
before event takes place.

Hall Lease Time

No later than 10pm

No later than 10pm
6-hour event time.

Setup time does not affect
this time.

Additional time is

No later than 10pm
6-hour event time.

Setup time does not affect
this time.

Additional time is

$100/hour $100/hour
Kitchen Privileges Full privileges Full privileges but requires None
a $350 usage fee
Cancellation Policy N/A, however Church Hall lease fee recoverable if | Hall lease fee recoverable

Organization MUST notify
the Hall Manager 2 weeks
prior to the event if their
event is cancelled.

Hall Manager is notified no
later than two (2) weeks
prior to event.

if Hall Manager is notified
no later than two (2)
weeks prior to event.

Use of Caterers At discretion of the At discretion of the Must be selected from
Organization but must be organization but must be church approved catering
approved by PC. approved by PC. list.

Setup and Cleanup Responsibility of the church | If the Lessee is not Setup is included in Hall

ministry or organization that
is leasing the Hall.

providing the setup, then
setup fee is $100.

Setup plan required no
later than 2 weeks prior to
the event.

leasing fee.

Setup plan required no
later than 2 weeks prior to
the event.

INote: The link to the Hall reservation form is available on our website. The form is also available in the Church Office.
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Annunciation Policies

MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY

All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is, checks
marked with “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope marked with “Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church operation.

These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental articles purchased for the church
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renovation or other capita improvements.

If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such.

All monies received for funerals are tracked and family members will receive a listing of those who donated,
typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral. In addition, for all monies received designated
“Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church,” donors will receive a letter thanking them for their donation to the
church in memory of the deceased.

POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION:
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, preparation and

routing of documents such as Certificate of Residency, Certificate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage
Certificate, Reissued Baptism Certificate and Certificate of Death. Additional documents are $20.00 per

document.

WEDDINGS:
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the time of the ceremony. The
donation for the plain one is $30.00. $100 would be for the decorated ones. Lena has them in the office.

The Stefanas are sold out - Lena does have catalogs for Stefanas in the Office if anyone is interested in shop-
ping on-line.

BAPTISMS:

We also have baptismal candles, $30 for the large plain candle and $7 each for the two (2) smaller plain can-
dles. If you are interested in purchasing decorated candles, the larger one is $50, the two (2) smaller ones are
$25 for the set.

MEMORIALS:
The family which is sponsoring the Memorial is asked to:
1. Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling the memorial for that day.

2. Coordinate the preparation and delivery of Koliva (if used). The Church Office can provide information on
persons who can prepare Koliva. The standard rate for the preparation of Koliva is $150.

3. Provide Coffee Hour food items.

15
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PARISH INFORMATION

CONTACT US:
Voice: (585) 244-3377

Web: AnnunciationRochester.org | RochesterGreekFestival.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/annunciationrochester

Office and scheduling requests: office@agocroc.org

Stewardship and finance related questions:
finance@agocroc.org

CLERGY:

Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest

Email: agocny@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS;

Tuesday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi
Email: office@agocroc.org

2024 PARISH COUNCIL

Eric Vangellow, President
Karen Balta, Vice President
Demitrios Kolokouris, Treasurer
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary
Zach Graham

Minas Theodorou

Ronald Wiegand

Evangelos Yannas
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