
   

 

September 2023 Voice: (585) 244.3377 

From the Desk of 
Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos 

Parish Registry, Progress Report 
Upcoming Church Services and Events 

 

Youth Ministry and OrganizaƟons News 
 

From Fr. Angelo 

Continued on page 2 

The 2023-24 Church and Community Events Begin!  
The fall season has arrived, and another school year is beginning.  Our Youth Director (Demos) has been 
busy this summer working with both the Sunday School and the Greek School Directors to plan out some 
great events for the 2023-24 school year.  (See his article in this issue)  

SECURITY AND SAFETY Before I talk about all the great things that will be happening this Fall, the Par-
ish Council and I want to let everyone know about the updated security measures we have put in place.  Most 
of you are aware that last year we installed video cameras which are located both on the exterior and interior 
of the church and provide instant real-time 24/7 video capture. On the exterior, these cameras are located in 
the front, rear and left side of the church and in the interior, in the Narthex, Sunday School classrooms and 
upstairs Finance room.  

In addition to this the Parish Council has recruited a security firm which will be present on-site at our church 
during Saturday Greek School (9am-2pm) and on Sundays from 9am-2pm.  We feel that these measures help 
ensure the safety and security of the members of our church, their family and their guests.  

EDUCATION  If you have a child you want to enroll in Sunday School or Greek School, please go to 
our church website (https://annunciationrochester.org) and click on the “REGISTRATION” button.  This but-
ton is located under either the “Education”/ “Sunday School” or “Education”/ “Greek School” tabs.  (see the 
articles in this issue from Sunday School and Greek School)  

We kicked off our Fall Education with the Dormition Youth Retreat held on 15 August. We had 30 kids in 
attendance and it was a fun and educational day for our youth.  We began with our kids processing with the 
Dormition Icon which they decorated and then they sang the hymns of the Lamentations to the Theotokos. 
We then all celebrated Divine Liturgy after which the kids had lunch, craft activities and then finished off 
with outdoor fun and games. Thanks to all the teachers and parents who supported this and helped during the 
retreat.  (See the pictures in this issue)    

Also, Rhonda Stamatis is continuing in her role as a mentor for the newer Sunday School teachers and I have 
asked her help recruit new teachers so don’t be surprised if she approaches you.  

Also please remember that we are requesting families help to supply the snacks for our Schools. You can 
drop them off in the Sunday School office. Remember NO snacks that contain peanuts!   

To ensure a successful start to the school year we strongly encourage parents to attend the parent orientation 
meeting.  This will be held on Sunday, September 10th for Sunday School and on Saturday, September 16th 
for Greek School.  They will review the new curriculum, talk about technology additions to classrooms, and 
discuss philanthropy opportunities we have planned for students and give parents the opportunity to follow-
up with questions or comments regarding the surveys sent out by both Schools.  These meetings will take 
place in the downstairs meeting room (across from the Choir Room) immediately following the Divine Litur-
gy.  

WEBSITE  Demos has done considerable work to update the website so that each of the Youth Ministry 
pages, Sunday School, Greek School, GOYA and Young Adult (ENA) have the same overall look making 
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PARISH REGISTRY 
WEDDING; 
19 August  Christopher Battle and Evana Dragos 
  
40 DAY BLESSINGS; 
Child of God:  Oliver Michael Pilato                    Parents:  Darren & Elizabeth Pilato 
Child of God:  Leon Ioannis Celerier                    Parents:  Alexis Celerier & Diamando Keisidis 
Child of God:  Nicholas John Labrosa Manou      Parents:  George & Alexandra Manou 
Child of God:  Anastasia Tretyak                          Parents:  Jerry & Rodi Tretyak 
 
BAPTISMS: 
Child of God:  Silas Joseph Shapiro                     Parents:  Aaron & Agapi Shapiro 
Child of God:  Vaya Georgette Vastakis              Parents:  Bobby & Candice Vastakis 
 
FUNERALS: 
Helen Theodor     Interred on August 3, 2023 
Bessie Fletcher     Interred on August 19, 2023 
Anastasios Mitrousis     Interred on August 26, 2023 
May their memory be eternal   

GOOD NEWS  September 2023 

navigation easy.  Everything is there; registration, curriculum information, parent handbooks, event listings 
and more. We want our website to be a primary source for the latest information on events as well as a collec-
tion of educational resources on our Orthodox faith. To date Demos has produced 87 Sunday School videos, 
and 90 Orthodox Educational Videos, over 100 Orthodoxy Q&A videos, recommended reading guides, and 
the on-line Orthodox Catechism.  

So PLEASE GO AND CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE at annunciationrochester.org  

UPCOMING EVENTS  Some of the events planned for September and October are as follows so please 
mark your calendars.  

• Blessing of the Vehicles:   Sunday September 17th immediately following Liturgy  
• Blessing of the Animals:   Saturday October 21st at Noon  
• Trunk-R-Treat: Saturday October 29th from 11:00am-3:00pm  
• OXI Day Dance – October (sponsored by ENA)  

Visit the “Events” tab on our church website where you can find more information on these Fall events and 
some of the charity events planned.   

ADULT EDUCATION    Orthodoxy Q&A never stops, so tune in every Thursday evening from 
78:30pm on our Annunciation YouTube page to have all your pressing questions about Orthodoxy answered.  
Tuesday Zoom Bible Study will resume on September 26th where we will continue our study of the Gospel of 
John, beginning with chapter 9, which we paused at the beginning of 2023. Remember that you can catch up 
on what we’ve already covered by going to the “Education” tab and clicking on the audio sessions under 
“Gospel of John” and follow along using the Study Guide. (Located just above the audio sessions)  

We hope to see you all at these upcoming events and we look forward to working together with our parish 
community to continue the success of our educational programs.  
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Sunday School every Sunday after Holy 
Communion, 10 September through May. 
 

On-going adult Orthodox study 
programs: 

· Bible Study every Tuesday, Zoom, 
7:00 PM 

NOTE:  5 July – Last Zoom Bible 
Study until 19 September.  

· Orthodox Questions and Answers 
every Thursday, YouTube, 7:00 PM  

· On-Line Orthodox Catechism on our 
website under the EDUCATION tab  

 

Greek School every Saturday, 9:30 AM to 
1:00 PM September through May 

EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES 

4 September - Labor Day - Office Closed 
5 September - PC meeting, 6:00 PM 
8 September - Tentative overnight retreat at St. Nektarious Monastery, Roscoe, NY.  Watch for details. 
10 September - Sunday School Begins 
11 September - Annunciation Golf Tournament 
+13 September – Vespers of the Holy Cross, 6:00 PM 
+14 September – Divine Liturgy Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 10:00 AM 
15 September – Good News Submission deadline 
16 September – Greek School Parent Orientation Meeting, 9:30 AM.  
17 September – Blessing of the Vehicles, 12:00 PM 
20-23 September – Father away for a Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference 
28 September – Seniors Meeting, 11:00 AM 
30 September – GOYA & Youth Ministry Eternal Flame Falls Adventure Hike, 10:00 AM 
2 October – PC Meeting, 6:00 PM 
4 October - GOYA, Greek School & Young Adult Youth Ministries East Avenue Grocery Run, 8:30 AM 
7 October – GOYA, AFSP, Young Adult & Youth Ministry , Out of Darkness, Rochester, NY 10:00 AM 
9 October – Columbus Day 
15 October – Good News Submission Deadline 
20 October – GOYA & Youth Ministry Escape from Rochester, Escape Room Night, 7:00 PM 
21 October – Sunday School & Youth Ministry Blessing of the Animals, 2:00 PM 
26 October – Seniors’ Meeting, 11:00 AM 
29 October – Sunday School & Youth Ministry, Trunk or Treat, 4:00 PM 
10/30–11/2 – Father attending APC Clergy Retreat 

 
PHILOPTOCHOS 

 
JOIN OR RENEW YOUR  
MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

 
Continued donations are greatly  

appreciated! 
All donations and dues contribute to 

sponsoring the  
philanthropic work of Philoptochos 

 
Please submit payment to: 

Maria Economides 
23 Blue Pine Circle 
Penfield, NY  14526 

Check payable to: Philoptochos Socie-
ty 

Dues:  $30.00 ($25.00 for Seniors) 
 

GOOD NEWS  September 2023 
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 From the Desk of the Annunciation Youth Director  

Happy Fall everyone!  

 

We begin the youth season with many exciting new features and events including our brand-
new Teen Ministry / GOYA website page featuring all the latest news, blogs, upcoming 
events, and more! We will be updating the page regularly so please make 
sure to bookmark! 

One of the biggest changes this year is the addition of a Teen Ministry / 
GOYA free registration. To meet the requirements of the Archdiocese’s 
Youth Safety policy and maintain the highest levels of safety and coordi-
nation, we will be requiring all our teens to be registered with emergency 
contact and allergy information. Thus, we are asking that all parents to 
complete the online registration for each of their teens. I have created the 
scan code below to easily access the registration form.   

 

We’re asking that parents complete this by 
September 20th since our first youth event is on 
SEP 30th (the Eternal Flame Falls Adventure 
Hike). 

Additionally, as part of the registration we will 
be asking for volunteer chaperones, drivers, 
etc. In concordance with Archdiocesan policy, 
we require a certain number of chaperones for 
all teen events (the priest and youth director do 
not count as chaperones). We will need our 
community to pitch in and ensure that the de-
velopment and safety of our youth is a focus.  

 

Thank you all and let’s make this a year to never forget! 

Demosthenes Euclid 
Youth Director 
agocnyyouth@gmail.com 
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VACATION CHURCH YOUTH RETREAT 

August 15, 2023 
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VACATION CHURCH YOUTH RETREAT, continued 

August 15, 2023 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Dear Parishioners,  

We are off to a great start to our Religious Education year. We had a successful Summer Youth Retreat on 
August 15th! We had 30 kids come and enjoy a day of fellowship, games, and fun! We want to especially 
thank all of our volunteers that helped with this event. Without you, this would not have been possible!  

We are happy to see familiar and new faces starting in our Sunday School classrooms! If you have not regis-
tered your child please do so through the Sunday School tab on the church website! That way you will not on-
ly receive Sunday School updates, but many other youth event details as well. We have a lot of fall events for 
our youth to participate in. We hope you can make it to the events we have put together!  

We want to remind everyone that there is a children’s bulletin board for our youth to take each Sunday when 
you enter the narthex. There are readings that relate to age appropriate topics and are connected to the gospel 
lesson for that week. There are also some games and a coloring page of an icon as well. Please take advantage 
of this bulletin board to engage your child in the church service!  

 

Events for the Fall:  

September 17th: Blessing of the Vehicles at 12:00 pm  

October 21st: Blessing of the Animals at 2:00 pm  

October 28th: Trunk or Treat 4:00pm  

 

The Christmas Pageant feels like a long way off, but we are looking for a parent or teacher to organize and run 
the Christmas Pageant with our children this year. If you are interested in this, please reach out to the Sunday 
School directors. We have all the materials from previous years, and we can meet on how the practices and 
pageant usually run.  

We are always looking for more help in our Sunday School program. You don’t have to be a parent or have 
teaching experience to get involved. We are looking for substitutes for our Sunday School classes and volun-
teers for different events. If you are interested please contact us!  

As always please reach out to us with any questions or comments at recagocny@gmail.com.  

 

With love in Christ,  

Karina and Lauren  
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GREEK SCHOOL 

Dear Greek School Families and Parishioners, 

We hope you all had a wonderful summer and feel ready for the transition to fall.   

We are excited to welcome your children back to Greek School and see our halls full again!  Our teachers and 
directors continued throughout the summer to make improvements to our program and bring additional re-
sources for the year ahead.   

SAVE THESE DATES: 

We are looking forward to having our Parent Orientation Day on Saturday, September 16, 2023 from 9:30 -
11:00 AM.  We encourage all parents to attend this day, so that you can receive important information for the 
Greek School year ahead, ask any questions you may have, and also connect with your children’s teacher.  A 
reminder email has been sent to the parents who have already registered their children. 

First Full Day of Classes: Saturday, September 23, 2023 from 9:30 AM -1:00 PM. 

Classes will start promptly at 9:30 am and will end at 1 pm.  We are extending the time, based on what we did 
before Covid and based on parent feedback from the survey. 

Check out our new Greek School Website!  Thank you to Demos Euclid for this partnership in building our 
vision: https://annunciationrochester.org/greek-school/  

 

Online Registration is still Open:   

New families can register their children for Kindergarten using the following link or QR code:  
https://forms.gle/evJ2UAdE2FkrMiTG6 

Greek School Tuition is $450 for one child, $800 for two children, and $1100 for three children.  If you need 
tuition assistance, please reach out to Elina or Maria in confidence and we will work with you and your fami-
ly.  

Looking forward to welcoming your children back to Greek School on Sep 23rd! 

As always, feel free to reach out with your questions at agreekschool@gmail.com 

Ευχαριστούμε, 

Maria Dembeyiotis & Elina Kokorotsis 

Greek School Directors 
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2023 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP DIRECTORY 

 

To increase awareness among our community of the broad range of experience and 
services available from our parishioners, we are encouraging both parishioners and 
any vendors to our church to advertise their business and/or family name in our 
monthly newsletter.    
 
In order to help defray the costs of printing and mailing, this will be a Sponsorship 
Directory listing only.  Advertising images will no longer be used in order to  
reduce the overall printing cost of the Newsletter.  The Newsletter is printed each 
month during the year, except for one or two months that would be combined. 
 
If you are interested in adding your business or family name to our Sponsorship 
Directory, the annual Sponsorship Fee is $150.  
 
 
Business or Family Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________ City:_____________________ Zip:_____ 
 
Email:___________________________  Phone:_________________________ 
 
Contact:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Website:_________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make your checks payable to “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church”. 

GOOD NEWS   



 12 

 

RESTAURANTS 
Atlantic Family Restaurant 
Arbor at the Port 
Arbor Loft 
Bay Front Restaurant  
Bill's Long Pond Diner  
Blades 
Blue Ridge Grill 
Dog Town 
Eastridge Diner Steakhouse 
Highland Market Bakery & Deli 
Highland Park Diner 
Jays Diner 
Johnny D’s Restaurant 
Konstantinou’s Restaurant 
Log Cabin Restaurant & Catering 
Mels Diner 
Olympia Restaurant & Lounge 
Parkside Diner and Miniature Golf 
Riki Family Restaurant 
The Distillery 
The Nutcracker Family Restaurant 
The Original Steve’s Diner - 4 Locations 
The Peppermill Restaurant 
Town and Country Family Restaurant 
Uncle Danny’s Family Restaurant 
Union Street Coffee House 
Voula’s Sweets 
Yia Yia’s Ice Cream Shoppe 
Yianni’s 
 
PRODUCTS 
AG Foodservice 
Ajay Glass Co. 
Alpha Ironworks 
Goodman Glass and Mirror 
Konstantinou’s Liquor 
Rain or Shine Tent Rental 
Regional Distributors Inc 
Rhino Trunk and Case 
Ridge Coin & Jewelry 
Rochester Auto Glass 
Rochester Meat 
Walworth Wine & Spirits 

SERVICES 
Akropolis Agency 
Averdi 
Better Relationships Counseling 
Delta Advisory Group, Dimitrios Manou, CPA 
EMS 
First POS 
Metropolitan Window Cleaning 
Mike Yar Photo Productions 
Ontario Family Dentistry, Dr. Elias Konstantinou  
Philoptochos 
ReMax Plus 
Roxanne Stavropoulos Realtor 
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 
Vay-Schleich & Meeson, Funeral and Cremation 
 Chapels  
 
 
ANNUNCIATION FAMILIES 
Have a wonderful fellowship 
 Jennefer & Perry Noun, Bill Noun 
Mary Manou 
Nassis Family 
 

GOOD NEWS SPONSORS 

GOOD NEWS   
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Annunciation Policies 
MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is,  checks 
marked with “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope  marked with “Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church operation. 
 
These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental articles purchased for the church 
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renovation or other capita improvements. 
 
If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must  
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such. 
 
All monies received for funerals are tracked and family members will receive a listing of those who donated, 
typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral.  In addition, for all monies received designated 
“Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church,”  donors will receive a letter thanking them for their donation to the 
church in memory of the deceased. 
 
POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION: 
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, preparation and  
routing of documents such as Certificate of Residency, Certificate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage 
Certificate, Reissued Baptism Certificate and Certificate of Death.   Additional documents are $20.00 per  
document.  
 
WEDDINGS: 
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the time of the ceremony.  The  
donation for the plain one is $30.00.   $100 would be for the decorated ones.  Lena has them in the office.   
The Stefanas are sold out - Lena does have catalogs for Stefanas in the Office if anyone is interested in shop-
ping on-line.  
 
BAPTISMS: 
We also have baptismal candles, $30 for the large plain candle and $7 each for the two (2) smaller plain can-
dles.  If you are interested in purchasing decorated candles, the larger one is $50, the two (2) smaller ones are 
$25 for the set. 
 
MEMORIALS: 
Coffee Hour scheduling for family memorials is the responsibility of the Philoptochos unless other  
arrangements have been made by the family sponsoring the Memorial. The family which is sponsoring the  
Memorial is asked to : 
1. Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling for Coffee Hour that day. The Secretary will  
 contact the Philoptochos President. 
 
2. Arrange for or pay for Coffee Hour food items that are in excess of the standard menu (coffee, drinks, 
 and simple snacks). 
 
3. Coordinate the preparation and delivery of Koliva (if used).  The Philoptochos or Church office can 
 provide information on persons who can prepare Koliva. The standard rate for the preparation of  
 koliva is $150 . 

GOOD NEWS   
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PARISH INFORMATION 

CONTACT US: 

Voice: (585) 244-3377 

Web: AnnunciationRochester.org | RochesterGreekFestival.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/annunciationrochester 

Office and scheduling requests:  office@agocroc.org 

Stewardship and finance related questions:  
 finance@agocroc.org 
 
CLERGY: 

Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest 
Email:  agocny@gmail.com  

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS; 
 Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi                
Email:  office@agocroc.org 

2023 PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Eric Vangellow, President 
Peggy Votsis, Vice President 
Demitrios Kolokouris, Treasurer 
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary 
Karen Balta 
Patricia Gitsis 
Minas Theodorou 
Ronald Wiegand 
Evangelos Yannas 
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