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From the Desk of 
Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos 

Parish Registry, Progress Report 
Upcoming Church Services and Events 

 

Youth Ministry and Organiza ons News 
 

From Fr. Angelo 

In my October Good News article I spoke of the need for a sound strategic (long term) plan for our church 
and community.  This month I’d like to talk about sound strategic (long term) plan for you personally. 

And specifically, I’m speaking about our long-term strategy for retirement...and I’m not talking about a finan-
cial plan.  This is about how we plan on using our time and talent.  Oftentimes retirement is viewed as some-
thing to be feared since the vision of retirement is that classic scene of endless hours without meaning or pur-
pose or some ambiguous idea of “doing what we’ve always dreamed of.”   

In the past, life expectancy was shorter and most people passed away while working or shortly after retiring 
so there really wasn’t any reason to plan out their retirement years. Today with better healthcare and people 
living healthier we can expect to be around much longer so that more years in retirement is very possible.   

In fact, retirement is even Biblical. In the Old Testament, the Levites were instructed to step down from regu-
lar service at the age of 50. 

Men twenty-five years old or more shall come to take part in the work at the tent of meeting, 
but at the age of fifty, they must retire from their regular service and work no longer. 
(Numbers 8:25-26) 

So, what does this really mean for us as Christians who are, or are entering into retirement?  Well, hopefully, 
that we come to a point in life when we realize that we may no longer be able to or don’t desire to continue in 
our career and that we don’t want to just “fade away.”  

Most of us, during our career(s), have acquired unique skills and experiences and Christ calls us to continue 
to use our “talents.”  But when you look up ideas for retirement on the internet you mostly find ideas focused 
on the individual such as travel, take a cruise, improve your golf game, or my personal favorite, celebrate 
yourself. 

Now I’m not saying those things are bad (except maybe for the last one) but as Christians we should prayer-
fully consider two important uses of our God-given talents as we transition into retirement. 

1. Recognize that our talents are God-given and our responsibility to mentor the next generation. 

2. Recall the salvific importance of Christ’s words to “Love one another …” 

Recognizing and Passing along Our Talents 

As Christians we know that what made us successful in our careers was not due only to our skill and dedica-
tion but are also granted to us by God.  There’s the old saying that your 20’s are when you are finding your-
self, the 30’s is when you establish yourself, in your 40’s and 50’s you make your mark, and in your 60’s and 
70’s you mentor.  In that same passage in Numbers, we are told about the importance of mentoring. 

[Those older than 50] may assist their younger brother Levites in performing their duties at 
the tent of meeting, but they themselves must not do the work.  

In other words, we who have spent our life gaining wisdom, in whatever career we have chosen, should pass 
on that knowledge to those who are younger.   Mentoring is the secular term for the Christian concept of the 
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continued proper use of the “talents” that God has given each of us.  And while Christ rewards proper use say-
ing, “For whoever has will be given more, they will have an abundance”, He also provides a stern warning that 
from “everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded...” 

What Christ is demanding of us is that in retirement our focus shift from being the one doing the work to the 
one who mentors the next generation, offering them, patiently, the wisdom of the experiences we have gained 
over a lifetime, both good and bad. We can mentor in either one or both of areas of experience such as 

a) Specific skills and knowledge gained by a career in restaurant, glass making, carpentry or other skilled 
trades or business. 

b) The many ministries of our church that we, throughout the years, have been involved with such as aco-
lyte, Sunday School or Greek School teacher, Greek Festival chairperson, or Parish Council member. 

Love One Another 

When we are working full-time and focused on our careers oftentimes in an overzealous devotion to our work, 
we neglect the needs of those around us.  When reminded of this we counter with “Don’t you realize that I am 
working to make our lives better” forgetting that the Christian life is first and foremost family and God cen-
tered. 

I have had the unfortunate experience, both in my secular and priestly career of encountering those who have 
worked very hard for 30 or more years only to find that their strategy of “work hard and then retire” came to 
naught when they died before retirement or lost their family to divorce.  

Christ’s command to “love one another” begins with our family, extends to our church community and then to 
those in need in the extended community.  Certainly, we must make time for our family before we retire, but 
retirement offers us more time to offer our skills, experience, or just our labor in service to our church and/or 
to the many humanitarian organizations available both locally and nationally.   

Rather than let our hard-earned skills atrophy while we fade away, let us learn from Christ’s Parable of the 
Talents where He rewards the servant who multiplied the talents given to him saying, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” 

And let us not be the servant who did not spread the talent he was given so that the Master cast him into the 
outer darkness saying, 

“You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather 
where I scattered no seed? You should have invested my money...” 

Returning to my original theme of personal strategy for retirement, let us take time to consider what we want 
retirement to look like.  And begin to build a plan for how we can not only enjoy rest from a lifetime of hard 
word but equally consider how we can best use those talents that God has graced us with and that we have 
worked so hard to perfect. 
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PARISH REGISTRY 

  
40-Day Blessing: 

Child of God:  Aurianna Floretta Testa Parents:  Robert & Jordan Testa 

Child of God:  Mackinley Odysseus Tigernach Collins Parents:  Bradley & Maria Collins 

Child of God:  Jayden Michael Economidis     Parents:  John Economidis and Jannie Pierlioni 

  
Baptisms: 

Child of God:  Mateo Mario Bournazakis     Parents:  Michael & Elizabeth Bournazakis 

Child of God:  Eftihia Erato Hristodoulou    Parents:  Athanasios & Diana Hristodoulou 

Child of God:  Stella Stavroula Trieste    Parents:  Jimmy and Domna Trieste  

  
Chrismation: 

Servant of God:  Matthew Aaron Schwartz 

  
Funeral: 

Alexandra “Sana” Vangellow – Interred on October 13, 2022 

Αιωνία η Μνήμη  May her memory be eternal   
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EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES: 

+1 November - Divine Liturgy, Cosmas & Damianos, 10:00 AM 
1 November - Office Closed. 
6 November - Daylight Savings Time 
6 November - Philoptochos Artoclasia and Memorial for departed sisters. 
7-11 November - Father away 
11 November - Veterans Day 
13 November - Fall General Assembly meeting 12:00 Noon 
14 November – Alternate date for General Assembly meeting, 6:00 PM 
+15 November - Nativity Fast Begins  
15 November – Good News Submission Deadline 
20 November – Philoptochos Bake Goods sale, 12:00 Noon 
20 November - Omonia Flambouro Greek Dance, Church Hall, 5:00 PM. $40.00 adults, kids free, Buffet  
   dinner and cash bar.  Refer to ad for details. 
+21 November - Entrance of the Theotokos in the Temple, 10:00 AM 
24 November – Thanksgiving Day – office closed 
25 November – Office closed 
26 November – Greek School, no class 
27 November – Sunday School, no class 
30 November – Joint Paraklisis at Annunciation, 6:00 PM 
4 December – Drosopighi Society Christmas Party, 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
11 December – Agia Paraskevi Christmas Party, 5:00 PM – 10:00 PM 
15 December – Good News Submission Deadline 
+15 December - Divine Liturgy St. Eleftherios, 10:00 AM 
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Sunday School every Sunday after Holy Communion unless noted differently in the bulletin 
 

On-going adult Orthodox study programs: 
· Bible Study every Tuesday, Zoom, 7:00 PM 

· Orthodox Questions and Answers every Thursday, YouTube, 7:00 PM  

· On-Line Orthodox Catechism on our website under the EDUCATION tab  
 

Greek School every Saturday, 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM unless noted differently in the bulletin 

Please Join the Choir in “Singing Praises to the Lord”.   
Contact Julie Eveleigh 585-747-4728 or Zoi Varahidis  585-414-5886 .  
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AGENDA – FALL General Assembly 2022 

On Sunday, November 13, 2022, following the Divine Liturgy service we will be having the Fall General  
Assembly meeting.   As in previous years, the GA will be held in church and also livestreamed.  We will be 
able to take questions via chat from the livestream.  If a quorum is not met at this meeting, the alternate  
General Assembly date will be Monday, November 14 at 6:00 PM. 
 
Please see the Agenda below and we look forward to seeing you there and ask that you encourage your friends 
and family to attend. 
 
1. Call to Order      PC President 
2. Opening Prayer      Fr. Angelo 
3. Approval of previous General Assembly Minutes Meeting Chairperson 
4. Treasurer Report and Stewardship   Eric Vangellow 
5. Update of Strategic Plan       
6. Ministry and Organization Reports 

a.  Fund Raising Events     Jim Stathopoulos/Eric Vangellow 
· Greek Festival 
· Golf Outing 

b. Communications Ministry 
c.  Religious Education 
d.  Philoptochos 
e.  Choir/Chant  
f.  GOYA      
g.  Greek School 
h.  Seniors Group   
i.  Cultural Groups     

 
7.  Call for Questions 
 
8.  General Maintenance and Upkeep 
 
9.  Old Business 
 i.  Youth Director Update  
 ii. Hall Manager Update 
 
10. New Business 
 i.  Board of Election Nominations 
 ii. Financial Audit 
 
11. Call for Adjournment     GA Chairman 
 
12. Closing Prayer      Fr. Angelo 

In the interest of time and to allow ample 
time for a full and open discussion, all min-
istry updates will be provided on our 
church website in advance of the General 
Assembly meeting. 
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BLESSING OF THE VEHICLES 

October 23, 2022 
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 Philoptochos Upcoming Events 

Sunday November 6  

Cosmas & Damianos 

Artoclasia and Memorial for Departed Sisters,  

Pass Tray in Church 

*Bring Dish to Pass for Coffee Hour* 
 

Sunday November 20  

Philoptochos Bake sale 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS WELCOME BACK LUNCHEON 

October 8, 2022 



 9 

 

GOOD NEWS  November 2022 

PHILOPTOCHOS BAKE SALE 
NOVEMBER 20 

Proceeds Will Be Donated to Help Veterans and Families In Need 

 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Order Form 
 

Name ________________________________________________ 
 

Phone (_____)_______________ 
 

ITEM      PRICE #TOTAL $TOTAL 

Whole Pie Pita     $40.00 _______ _______ 
(Spanakopita, Tyropita or Prassopita - Approximately 30 pieces) 
 
1/4 Pita      $12.00 _______ _______ 
(spanakopita,Tyropita or Prassopita) 
 
Baklava     $17.00 _______ _______ 
(Greek Dessert Pastry - 8 pieces) 
 
Koulourakia    $10.00 _______ _______ 
(Greek Butter Cookies - 10 pieces) 
 
Tsoureki      $15.00 _______ _______ 
(Greek Sweet Easter Bread) 
 
Kourabiedes    $12.00 _______ _______ 
(Greek Cookies with Sugar - 10 Pieces) 
 

       TOTALS _______  _______
  

Orders due Wednesday, November 16 
Drop off forms at Church Office or Coffee Hour 

Cash and/or Checks Made Out To:  Philoptochos 
Pre-orders to be picked up in the Church Hall the Sunday Before  

Thanksgiving - November 20, 10 am to 1 pm 

PHILOPTOCHOS BAKE SALE 
NOVEMBER 20 

Proceeds Will Be Donated to Help Veterans and Families In Need 
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(Greek Butter Cookies - 10 pieces) 
 
Tsoureki      $15.00 _______ _______ 
(Greek Sweet Easter Bread) 
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Pre-orders to be picked up in the Church Hall the Sunday Before  

Thanksgiving - November 20, 10 am to 1 pm 
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Dear Parishioners,  

We have had a wonderful two months of Sunday School so far this year! We have a total of 35 children regis-
tered, a 30% increase from last year! This year we are continuing our study of the Old Testament. The children 
presented the Battle of Jericho to the parish which was a lot of fun! We also had a Trunk or Treat gathering to 
celebrate fall as a community. 

We are giving a big shout out to our perfect attendance students for the months of September! See their names 
below. We know it can be difficult to get to Sunday School every week, but for those who did we are really 
proud of you!  

September: 

  

Looking ahead to November, we will complete a service project benefiting our local veterans! 

We are also looking forward to the Christmas Season. The children are working on the play that will be pre-
sented on December 18th after Divine Liturgy! If you want your child/children to participate in the pageant 
please have them attend Sunday School! There is a mandatory attendance for all four Sundays  prior to the 
play. We will also be announcing Sunday School attendance winners and Bingo winners on December 4th!  

We are always happy to welcome new students to our classes! Please register online at the church website if 
you would like to join our Sunday School family. We hope you have a wonderful holiday season with your 
families!  

Save the Dates:  
Veterans Day Service Project: TBD 

Play Practice: 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11  
No Sunday School: 11/27 

Attendance and Bingo Winners: 12/4 
Saturday Play Practice: 12/17 

Christmas Pageant: 12/18 
 
With Love in Christ,  
Karina and Lauren  
Sunday School Directors  

Prek George Demkos, Evangeline Gashlin 

Kindergarten James Jackson , John Jackson, Stefanos Tzogas 

1st Anthony Gashlin 

3rd Katerina Koupas 

4th Alex Chinchilla, Damianos Tzogas 

6th Antonio Chinchilla, Athanasia Tzogas 

8th Vasilios Koupas 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PRESENTATION 10/30/2022 

JOSHUA FOUGHT THE BATTLE OF JERICO! 

Joshua 6:1–27  
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Dear Parishioners and Greek School Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2022-2023 Year!  We are so happy to see our classrooms full and students excited to learn 
Greek!   
 
Our enrollment has significantly grown from the past few years, and we are excited to share that we have 49 
students joining us to learn and grow their Greek language skills.   
 
We wanted to take a moment and give a great thanks to our teachers, who come prepared with their learning 
lessons, teach our children, and create an environment of curiosity, learning and growing.  Our teachers this 
school year are: 
 
Kindergarten:  Nia Pike 
First Grade:  Diana Hristodoulou & Stefani Nassis 
Second Grade:  Danielle Marou 
Third Grade: Georgia Katsetos 
Fourth Grade: Kostas Matakos 
Fifth & Sixth Grade: Walter Bubie 
Seventh Grade:  Katina Sekella 
 
We are also excited to share that we will be reviewing our current Greek School program structure, in an ef-
fort to evaluate what we can do different in the near future, so that we can create more language and cultural 
enrichment for our students.   
 
With that said, we would like to hear from our parish, parents, teachers, and anyone who would like to pro-
vide feedback for our current Greek School program.  A survey is in the process of being designed and will 
be shared with all of you soon; however, if you would like to reach out through email, you can provide your 
thoughts and feedback at agreekschool@gmail.com. Once we have completed our program evaluation, a for-
mal 5-year strategy will be created and presented to the parish, with opportunities to ask questions and offer 
support. 
 
As a reminder, our school day begins at 9:30 am and ends at 12 pm each Saturday.  Please arrive and pick-up 
your children on time.  For safety reasons, we do not allow children to exit the building without an adult.   
As always, feel free to contact us with any questions.  We look forward to seeing your children’s smiley faces 
each Saturday! 

Ευχαριστούμε, 
Maria Dembeyiotis & Elina Kokorotsis 
Greek School Directors 

GREEK SCHOOL 
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DROSOPIGI SOCIETY 
Men’s Party held on Saturday, October 15, 2022 

STARK MEETING ROOM 

Located on the  
University of Rochester Campus 

named in memory of  
a member of our community  

Peter “Pat” Stark 
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2022 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP DIRECTORY 

 

To increase awareness among our community of the broad range of experience and 
services available from our parishioners, we are encouraging both parishioners and 
any vendors to our church to advertise their business and/or family name in our 
monthly newsletter.    
 
In order to help defray the costs of printing and mailing, this will be a Sponsorship 
Directory listing only.  Advertising images will no longer be used in order to  
reduce the overall printing cost of the Newsletter.  The Newsletter is printed each 
month during the year, except for one or two months that would be combined. 
 
If you are interested in adding your business or family name to our Sponsorship 
Directory, the annual Sponsorship Fee is $150.  
 
 
Business or Family Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________ City:_____________________ Zip:_____ 
 
Email:___________________________  Phone:_________________________ 
 
Contact:_________________________________________________________ 
 
Website:_________________________________________________________ 
 

Please make your checks payable to “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church”. 
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RESTAURANTS 
Atlantic Family Restaurant 
Arbor at the Port 
Arbor Loft 
Blades 
Blue Ridge Restaurant 
Dog Town 
Eastridge Diner Steakhouse 
Highland Market Bakery & Deli 
Highland Park Diner 
Jays Diner 
Johnny D’s Restaurant 
Konstantinou’s Restaurant 
Log Cabin Restaurant & Catering 
Long Pond Restaurant 
Mels Diner 
Olympia Restaurant & Lounge 
Parkside Diner and Miniature Golf 
Riki Family Restaurant 
The Distillery 
The Nutcracker Family Restaurant 
The Original Steve’s Diner - 4 Locations 
The Peppermill Restaurant 
Town and Country Family Restaurant 
Uncle Danny’s Family Restaurant 
Union Street Coffee House 
Voula’s Sweets 
Yia Yia’s Ice Cream Shoppe 
Yianni’s 
 
PRODUCTS 
AG Foodservice 
Ajay Glass Co. 
Alpha Ironworks 
Goodman Glass and Mirror 
Konstantinou’s Liquor 
Rain or Shine Tent Rental 
Regional Distributors Inc 
Rhino Trunk and Case 
Ridge Coin & Jewelry 
Rochester Auto Glass 
Rochester Meat 
Walworth Wine & Spirits 
 

SERVICES 
Akropolis Agency 
Averdi 
Better Relationships Counseling 
Delta Advisory Group, Dimitrios Manou, CPA 
EMS 
First POS 
Metropolitan Window Cleaning 
Mike Yar Photo Productions 
Ontario Family Dentistry, Dr. Elias Konstantinou  
Philoptochos 
ReMax Plus 
Roxanne Stavropoulos Realtor 
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 
 
 
MEMORIAMS, FAMILIES & INDIVIDUALS 
In Memory of Jennefer & Perry Noun 
Mary Manou 
Nassis Family 

GOOD NEWS SPONSORS 
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Annunciation Policies 
MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is,  checks 
marked with “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope  marked with “Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church operation. 
 
These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental articles purchased for the church 
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renovation or other capita improvements. 
 
If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must  
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such. 
 
All monies received for funerals are tracked and family members will receive a listing of those who donated, 
typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral.  In addition, for all monies received designated 
“Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church,”  donors will receive a letter thanking them for their donation to the 
church in memory of the deceased. 
 
POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION: 
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, preparation and  
routing of documents such as Certificate of Residency, Certificate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage 
Certificate, Reissued Baptism Certificate and Certificate of Death.   Additional documents are $20.00 per  
document.  
 
WEDDINGS: 
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the time of the ceremony.  The  
donation for the plain one is $30.00.   $100 would be for the decorated ones.  Lena has them in the office.   
The Stefanas are sold out - Lena does have catalogs for Stefanas in the Office if anyone is interested in shop-
ping on-line.  
 
BAPTISMS: 
We also have baptismal candles, $30 for the large plain candle and $7 each for the two (2) smaller plain can-
dles.  If you are interested in purchasing decorated candles, the larger one is $50, the two (2) smaller ones are 
$25 for the set. 
 
MEMORIALS: 
Coffee Hour scheduling for family memorials is the responsibility of the Philoptochos unless other  
arrangements have been made by the family sponsoring the Memorial. The family which is sponsoring the  
Memorial is asked to : 
1. Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling for Coffee Hour that day. The Secretary will  
 contact the Philoptochos President. 
 
2. Arrange for or pay for Coffee Hour food items that are in excess of the standard menu (coffee, drinks, 
 and simple snacks). 
 
3. Coordinate the preparation and delivery of Koliva (if used).  The Philoptochos or Church office can 
 provide information on persons who can prepare Koliva. The standard rate for the preparation of  
 koliva is $150 . 
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PARISH INFORMATION 

CONTACT US: 

Voice: (585) 244-3377 

Web: AnnunciationRochester.org | RochesterGreekFestival.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/annunciationrochester 

Office and scheduling requests:  office@agocroc.org 

Stewardship and finance related questions:  
 finance@agocroc.org 
 
CLERGY: 

Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest 
Email:  agocny@gmail.com  

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS; 
 Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi                
Email:  Office@agocroc.org 
Submit Good News Articles to:  goodnews@agocroc.org 

2022 PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Demetrios Stathopoulos, President 
Peggy Votsis, Co-Vice President 
Alan Makovsky, Co-Vice President 
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary 
Eric Vangellow, Treasurer 
Demitri Kolokouris, Asst. Treasurer 

Karen Balta 
Michael Naselaris 
Ronald Wiegand 
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