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From Fr. Angelo

Is Tradition an Antiquated Idea?

In last’s month issue, we discussed the place of the organ within the liturgical life of the Orthodox Church.
So, this begs the bigger question, If'it’s OK to incorporate something (i.e. the organ) into the church where
chanting has been the “tradition” then what else can be changed? This is a question that many throughout
Christian history have asked. Clearly the Protestant Reformers asked this question resulting in changes to
both the liturgical form of worship and theology and, at least from an Orthodox perspective, broke from the
traditions established by the Apostles. And even within our Orthodox history we have seen quite a few
changes to our liturgical practices.

At a memorial lecture in 2005, Fr. Alexander Schmemann spoke about the problem how to address the ques-
tion of “tradition” within the Orthodox church.

“In defense of the Tradition of the Church, the public perception, has become the specialty of advocates of
one form or another of traditionalism. [Some] imply therefore, that all other Orthodox are in some way defi-
cient in their adherence to Tradition, are weak in their Orthodoxy, and are, in some instances, even betray-
ers of the Orthodox faith. On the other side of this “culture war” within Orthodoxy, [are the]
“fundamentalists,” and are defined as beyond the pale of serious discourse. On each side of the debate the
relevance and importance of concerns and motivations coming from the “other side’ are either not heard or
are dismissed. None of this allows thoughtful conversation.”

While every religion requires transmission, transmission, or tradition, in Christianity plays a special role but
also takes a peculiar character. In pagan religions transmission is confined primarily to cultic acts and litur-
gical formulas...which tells of the origin of the cult. In the Judaic religion, transmission includes both a tell-
ing of the origins of the religion, through Hebrew Scripture, and provides Torah Law that regulates daily life.
In the religion of Ancient Greece transmission, to a large extent, evolved to become independent of religion,
leading to the development of the science of Philosophy.

In Christianity Tradition takes on a unique role where the history of salvation and world history are united
and posed anew as opposed to the Old Testament and Judaism. The revelation of God, in the Person of Jesus
Christ, was not an event in the history of the “people” from which they could look back on, such as Moses.
This New Covenant, revealed through the witness of the Apostles and recorded in the New Testament is not
the founding event of a people’s history, but arises from a singular historical event, the eschatological event
of the Death and Resurrection of Christ.

In this way before any decisions can be made regarding changes in Orthodox worship or more correctly
termed “Liturgical Reform,” the basis of understanding needs to be that any reforms to theology, sacraments,
or forms of worship MUST preserve this unique identify of Christianity; the revelation of He who is the Son
of God who became one with His Creation to redeem His people, Jesus Christ. This is what is meant when
we say that “Orthodoxy is the fullness of Truth.” This should not be taken as condescending, since the Or-
thodox Church will acknowledge elements of Truth in every religion but maintains this fullness by consist-
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ently adhering to St. Paul’s plea to “kafwmwg mapedmka vuv tag mapadoocels kateyete” (... hold fast to the tradi-
tions just as I passed them on to you.) 1 Cor 11:2

And in opposition to the theology of Sola Scriptura, these Traditions are not limited to that which is recorded
in Scripture but include oral traditions as well. As St Paul told the Thessalonians, “...stand firm and hold fast
to the mopaodoocelg (traditions) we eddaydnte (taught) to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.” (1 Thess
2:15)

Now of course, as was said by one of the bishops at the Council of Carthage,

“Not everything received from the past is of equal value, nor is everything received from the past necessarily
true. The Lord said, I am Truth. He did not say, I am custom.’ There is a difference between “Tradition” and
“traditions.” Many traditions which the past has handed down are human and accidental—pious opinions
(or worse), but not a true part of the one Tradition, the fundamental Christian message.”

Thus, the Church must be vigilant that any reform to theology, sacraments, or forms of worship be guided by
recognizing the constant abiding of the Holy Spirit. This is how the Ecumenical Councils determined the tra-
ditions to be maintained and those that were antithetical to the Truth of Christianity as passed down through
the Apostles. And this then is the importance of adhering to Apostolic Tradition, which is reflected in our Di-
vine Liturgy when we say,

“Among the first remember, Lord, our Archbishop and grant him peace, safety, honor, and health, unto length
of days, rightly teaching the word of Your Truth.”

Clearly there are areas in need of review such as the proper method for receiving Holy Communion, congrega-
tional singing, the two-calendar dating of Pascha and certain liturgical practices which have become discon-
nected from their original meaning. (Fr. Calivas, Worship in the American Context: Issues of Liturgical Incul-
turation) Added to this is the difficulty of a modern American culture that demands reforms be accomplished
within days and weeks. With this in mind, the Orthodox Church must be clear in explaining the importance of
thoughtful and patient dialogue, in wisdom, faith, and divine guidance so that any changes made retain the
fullness of the unique Christian tradition which is the singular historical event, the eschatological event of the
Death and Resurrection of Christ.
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EVENTS AND CHURCH SERVICES:

1 February — Adult Education, Zoom, 7:00 PM
+2 February - Presentation of our Lord. Orthros 9:00 AM; Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
2 February — Adult Greek School, 6:00 PM

2 February - Transformative Christianity Webinar Series - Part 1. Zoom, 7:00 pm.

February 2022

Join the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit on February 2nd for Part 1 of the 10-part

webinar series to find out what Orthodox Christianity really has to offer to us and to the

world!

3 February — Orthodox Questions and Answers, YouTube, 7:00 PM
8 February — Adult Education, Zoom, 7:00 PM

10 February — Orthodox Questions and Answers, YouTube, 7:00 PM
14 February — Valentine’s Day

15 February — The Good News Submission Deadline

15 February — Adult Education, Zoom, 7:00 PM

17 February — Orthodox Questions and Answers, YouTube, 7:00 PM
21 February — Presidents’ Day

22 February — Adult Education, Zoom, 7:00 PM

+23 February — Joint Paraklisis, Holy Spirit, 6:00 PM

24 February — Seniors Meeting, 11:00 AM

24 February — Orthodox Questions and Answers, YouTube, 7:00 PM
27 February - No Sunday School.

2 March - Transformative Christianity Webinar Series - Part 2. Refer to page 5 for details.

12 March - Lenten Discussion with Dr. Jeannie Constantinou. Refer to page 5 for details.
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Creek Orthodox

Metropolis of Detroit

presents

Transformative Christianity
Webinar Series

Join us for a 10-part webinar series to find out what

Orthodox Christianity
really has to offer to us and to the world!

Wednesday, March 2, 2022
7:00 pmET/6:00 PMCT

Session 2 ~ Fetch Me My Meal: A Talk
about Gluttony with Fr. Anthony Cook
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LENTEN DISCUSSION WITH
DR. JEANNIE

CONSTANTINOU
Saturday, March 12, 2022

TR Hl“lhf'uf} DR. JEANNIE CONSTANTINOU

WWW. ereannle com

@l Professor, Podcaster, Author,
and Speaker on The Bible
and Early Christianity
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SCHEDULE THINKINGS

Doors Open: 9:00 a.m. ORTHODOX

Thinking Orthodox: 9:30-12:20 p.m.
Lunch: 12:20-1 p.m.
Living Orthodox: 1-5 p.m.

CHURCH HaLL

962 EAsT AVE, ROCHESTER, NY 14607
We will be Following All Proper COVID-19 Guidelines

February 2022
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GOYA
Snow Tubing Event held January 29, 2022
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Dear Parishioners,

Thank you to everyone who brought in diapers and wipes for our diaper drive in January! We
really appreciate your generosity!

We had a lot of our students active and ready to learn for Sunday School this month. Shout out
to the kindergarten/1st grade class with the most student attendance for the month of Janu-
ary!

In the month of February, we will be continuing with our exploration of the Old Testament
and how the lessons from the Old Testament help our kids better understand the New Testa-
ment . We will be closing out the Book of Genesis with the story of Joseph and moving into
Exodus and the story of Moses and the Israelites departure out of Egypt.

We will also be writing Valentine’s cards to the police officers and firefighters in Rochester.
This 1s now a strong tradition for our youth to participate in. Our visit to the Police station
with our kids to deliver the cards is loved by the police officers just as much as the kids love
delivering them in person. Please be on the lookout for more information about this event!

Last note, we will not have Sunday School on February 27th as that is February break for
most schools in our area!

With love in Christ,
Karina and Lauren

Sunday School Directors
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Annunciation Policies

MEMORIAL FUNDS DISTRIBUTION POLICY

All monies received during a funeral or memorial service that are made out to the church, that is, checks
marked with “Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church” or cash with the envelope marked with “Annunciation
Greek Orthodox Church” will be used for purposes in support of church operation.

These could include support of recognized church ministries, sacramental articles purchased for the church
proper or for ongoing campaigns such as Hall Renovation or other capita improvements.

If it is desired that these monies are to be used for other wishes that the family may have the family must
ensure that they announce that theses checks or cash be designated as such.

All monies received for funerals are tracked and family members will receive a listing of those who donated,
typically within 40-60 days following the date of the funeral. In addition, for all monies received designated
“Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church,” donors will receive a letter thanking them for their donation to the
church in memory of the deceased.

POLICY FOR DOCUMENT PREPARATION:
There is a required processing charge of $40 per document. This charge covers research, preparation and

routing of documents such as Certificate of Residency, Certificate of Freedom to Marry, Reissued Marriage
Certificate, Reissued Baptism Certificate and Certificate of Death. Additional documents are $20.00 per

document.

WEDDINGS:
We have wedding candles in the office for purchase which is required at the time of the ceremony. The
donation for the plain one is $30.00. $100 would be for the decorated ones. Lena has them in the office.

The Stefanas are sold out - Lena does have catalogs for Stefanas in the Office if anyone is interested in shop-
ping on-line.

BAPTISMS:

We also have baptismal candles, $30 for the large plain candle and $7 each for the two (2) smaller plain can-

dles. If you are interested in purchasing decorated candles, the larger one is $50, the two (2) smaller ones are
$25 for the set.

MEMORIALS:

Coffee Hour scheduling for family memorials is the responsibility of the Philoptochos unless other

arrangements have been made by the family sponsoring the Memorial. The family which is sponsoring the

Memorial is asked to :

1. Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange scheduling for Coffee Hour that day. The Secretary will
contact the Philoptochos President.

2. Arrange for or pay for Coffee Hour food items that are in excess of the standard menu (coffee, drinks,
and simple snacks).

3. Coordinate the preparation and delivery of Koliva (if used). The Philoptochos or Church office can
provide information on persons who can prepare Koliva. The standard rate for the preparation of



OUR SPONSORS

Thanks to all of the following supporters of our Newsletter and our Church.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

Please consider advertising your business or providing a personal message
in our newsletter.
The Order Form and Advertising Rates are included in this newsletter.



ROXANNE STAVROPOULOS

ASSOCIATE REAL ESTATE BROKER, REALTOR®

Direct: 585.978.0087

OFFICE: 585.279.8087

Providing what’s important to any
relationship and real estate transaction:

+ Communication » Commitment to Your Goals

» Effectiveness * Service Before, During, and After The Sale

* Accountability » Strong Internet/Social Media Marketing Plan
» Skilled Negotiating * Amazing. All while wearing 3 inch heels.

Accomplishments:

* Top 5 Individual Agent Award for Production 2020
e Top 100 Agents - Premium Mortgage 2020

« RE/MAX Hall of Fame

* RE/MAX 100% Club 2020
* RE/MAX 100% Club 2019 '
« RE/MAX 100% Club 2018

« RE/MAX 100% Club 2017 RE/MAX

* RE/MAX 100% Club 2016 HALL or FAME
* RE/MAX Executive Club 2015 i

« RE/MAX Executive Club 2014 RE/MAX
« RE/MAX Executive Club 2013 COLLECTION

* 10 Year RE/MAX Anniversary 2020

= RE/MAXPlus

BQuUAL WOUSING  Eachoffi lonroe Ave. Rochester,




Proud to Support
Greek Orthodox Church

of the
Annunciation

Parkside

IDII Iﬂ'iBII’

and Miniature Golf

4353 Culver Road
Seabreeze, NY 14622

Open Daily at 6am
Take-Outs 323-2710

www.parksidediner.com
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O‘ziyina/ Steves

SMILE AND SAY
STEVES!

theoriginalstevesdiner.com

COMING SOON
PENFIELD FAIRPORT  CHILI HENRIETTA

PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR
ANNUNCIATION GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
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Trust Dr. Konstantinou and staff at
Ontario Family Dentistry
to care for all the smiles in your family

3854 Route 104
Williamson, NY 14589 Call (315) 524-4135 today for an appointment
(315) 589-9800 6277 Furnace Rd., Ontario
www.ontariofamilydentistry.com
KONSTANTINOU'S

SPORTS BAR

This space could be yours!

The Order Form and
Advertising Rates are included
in this newsletter.

UNION STREET COFFEE HOUSE

123 S Union St. Spencerport, NY

@unionstreetcoffeehouse www.unionstreetcoffeehouse.com
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DELTA ADVISORY GROUP, LLC
Dimitrios Manou, CPA

Tax & Financial Advisor
P: 585-503-4387

F: 585-486-7039

706 East Avenue
Rochester, NY 14607
Email: Jim.manou@deltaadvisorygroupllc.com
www.deltaadvisorygroupllc.com

Income Tax, Financial & Retirement Plannning




LOG CABIN

RESTAURANT&CATERING

~= A

cusromz'e YOU-R CATERING‘EVENT

—

OFF PREMISE-CATERING FOR ALL OCCASSIONS OF ANY. SIZE: ——

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE-UP TO 130 PEOPLE .
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2445 WEST WALWORTH RD AMACEDO N |4 55315 -986-9224-

Owners/Operators
Mike Bournazakis
Peter Bournazakis

Window Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning
B Power Washing

989-248-9611

www.metropolitanwindowcleaning.net
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Make every day
an endless stream of grateful memories
that live up to all the hopes and dreams

those who have passed wish for our lives.

In memory of ...

Jennefer & Perry Noun
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Same Great Realtor.
Same Great Services.

. 4

\

Your actions and decisions today will shape
the way you will be living tomorrow!

. Yag¢ Eyyvopar Mua Opalotepn Xepie Hheon
Epneipua pe to Real Estate. (H Epmotoouvy oag
g eivar n Ipoteparotnra Mov.
R SYLVIA

o BAUER

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
HOWARD HANNA REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Email: sylviabauer@howardhanna.com
(C) 585.690.2040

(O) 585.461.6322

BRIGHTON OFFICE

Sylvia Bauer & Howard Hanna
The Right Combination.
The Right Decision.
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This space could be yours!

The Order Form and
Advertising Rates are included
in this newsletter.
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CHOOSE

ARBOR AT THE PORT

FOR YOUR NEXT

P 3’

. NOW SEATING OVER 400

WWW.ARBORVENUES.COM
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‘Mike Yare
FHOIO

PROBUECTLONS

www.MikeYarePhoto.com
585-709-5722 ¢ myare@rochester.rr.com

Wedding Photography
Professional Video
Bar Mitzvahs
Photo Booths
MC Services
Music Entertainment
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2022 ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP
COMMITMENT FORM

In order to help defray costs of printing and mailing and to
increase awareness among our community of the broad range of
experience and services available from our parishioners, we are
inviting both parishioners and any vendors to our church to
consider advertising in our monthly newsletter. Just complete
the form below and mail, email or drop off to the church office.
For email use office@agocroc.org

Name Phone
Address City Zip
Contact Email

ADVERTISING OPTIONS: NOTES:

oFull Page.....cooeviiiiiiiiiiiiin, $500/yr | Newsletter is printed 11 months per year as

June/July is a combined newsletter

o Half Page......cocovvvvviiiinininanni. $300/yr For best quality, artwork should be high
resolution jpeg files or similar

0 Business Card ...........ccceovveinnnnnnnnns $150/yr Emailed ads must be 600 dpi or greater PDF

Please include or email artwork
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METROPOLIS
OF DETROIT

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH of the ANNUNCIATION

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Rochester, N.Y.

PARISH INFORMATION

CONTACT US:
Voice: (585) 244-3377

Web: AnnunciationRochester.org | RochesterGreekFestival.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/annunciationrochester
Office and scheduling requests: office@agocroc.org

Stewardship and finance related questions:
finance@agocroc.org

CLERGY:

Rev. Fr. Angelo Maggos, Presiding Priest
Email: agocny@gmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

Monday through Friday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm

Secretary: Lena L. Livecchi

Email: Office@agocroc.org

Submit Good News Articles to: goodnews@agocroc.org

2021 PARISH COUNCIL

Demetrios Stathopoulos, President
Peggy Votsis, Co-Vice President
Alan Makovsky, Co-Vice President
Helen Eisenberg, Secretary

Eric Vangellow, Treasurer

Demitri Kolokouris, Asst. Treasurer
Karen Balta

Michael Naselaris

Ronald Wiegand
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